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Gathering Schedule
Flagstaff Area: Trinity Heights UMC
POSTPONED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
5:00pm potluck with worship to follow.
Joe & Barb Meehan’s contact is 928-607-0738

Upcoming Walk Weekends
Women’s Walk #257 - POSTPONED!
Sierra Vista UMC, Sierra Vista
April Tucker, Lay Director
Men’s Walk #256 - POSTPONED!
Central UMC, Phoenix
Alan Fisher, Lay Director
Women’s Walk #258 - POSTPONED!
Central UMC, Phoenix
Janine Cluck, Lay Director
Lillie Clemmons is turning 100!
Lillie’s 100th Birthday Party has been postponed to
when the Coronavirus is no longer a threat. Lillie’s
actual birthday is April 20th. She loves to receive
cards in the mail… so if you can, send a card to Lillie
Clemmons at this address:
4050 E Bluefield Ave, Phoenix AZ 85032

Phoenix Area:
West Side Gathering at Spirit of Hope UMC
POSTPONED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
6:30pm dessert potluck & fellowship, 7pm
worship & communion. Child care provided.
Nancy Oyler’s contact is 480-558-6717
Wickenburg at First Presbyterian Church
POSTPONED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
6pm potluck refreshments with a service at
6:30pm.
Deb Berner’s contact is 515-865-4870.
East Side Gathering at First UMC Mesa
POSTPONED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
Dessert potluck and fellowship from 6:30—
7pm and worship from 7-8pm.
Tracy Thompson’s contact is 623-221-2852.
Tucson Area: Sierra Vista UMC
POSTPONED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
There will be a training at 3:00pm followed by a
potluck and gathering at 5:00pm. More info to
come.
Charlie Edwards’ contact is 520-576-3494 or
cmedwards4873@yahoo.com

From the Spiritual Director’s point of view
If you had told me in December that March 15 would be the last time we would gather to worship in our
sanctuary for several months, I would have replied, “nonsense!” But here we are six worship weeks later, “apart but
together.” This is a season of uncertainty. February 26 was Ash Wednesday when we began the season of Lent – the
preparation for Easter. It is a season of introspection, repentance and self-denial. Just 18 days into the season we were
forced into self-denial of our time together, of our corporate worship, meals together, travel, family celebrations, and
the added grief of loved ones hospitalized and died without our ability to gather in support. 28 days later, we
celebrated Easter in an unusual way, and it seems we are in Lent #2 2020. Our empty worship centers a stark example
of the empty tomb. For Jesus did not just walk away from the tomb, he went back into the world; his work was not
quite finished. The disciples still needed some training and there were witnesses to see who would carry the banner of
resurrection to the world.
We’ve been very fortunate so far through this season. The worst thing is working up the courage to go grocery
shopping amid the surprising crowds and then AFTER we get home, I suddenly have a craving for some dark chocolate.
We miss our family gatherings and Zoom is only a partial replacement.
For some, this is a particularly difficult time. The isolation is creating another epidemic of depression, increases
in chemical and alcohol use, and loneliness. It’s not the same but take advantage of our resources and others to
connect with people visually on Zoom and other platforms to be able to have those family gatherings, visit with loved
friends, and remain connected. Avoid the use of the word “virtual” because when you see your friend and loved ones
and you are talking to each other, that is real. When you set your mind on Worshipping God and giving him praise and
glory wherever you are, that is real. We will do the very best we can in this season.
Like now, uncertainty was the word of the day on that first Easter. Thomas didn’t think the resurrection was
real and who could blame him? Thomas was intelligent; he knew that when you die, you remain dead. But wait, what
about Lazarus, Jarius’ daughter, and the son of the widow of Nain? Three previous instances where Jesus prayed, and
people were healed and raised from the dead. Perhaps Thomas was also just a little miffed, jealous, he missed that
first encounter with the rest of the disciples. There is more to the account though, than Thomas’ reaction.
John 20:19 opens to find the disciples near the end of resurrection day. Jesus has appeared to Mary Magdalene
and Peter and John have seen the empty tomb. Confusion, fear, and grief are the predominate emotions with the
disciples this day, not unlike the emotions we have experienced during this covid19 crisis.
They hid in a room with the doors locked; were they next on the Pharisee’s list? Would the temple guards
bash down the doors looking for them? And what were the Romans doing? Did Pilot fear an uprising following Jesus’
crucifixion?
Verse 20 reports simply, “Jesus came and stood among them” and we are left wondering how that came to be
but we know the disciples were startled and frightened because his first words are, “Peace be with you.” It’s a
common greeting but loaded with power in the situation. It is the first lesson; Jesus brings peace. John tells us that
after confirming who he is by showing his hands and side, “the disciples were overjoyed.” So, Jesus must gain their
attention once more by giving the greeting a second time and adding a directive, “Peace be with you. As the Father
sent me, I am sending you.”
This is the second lesson. A locked room, isolation, doesn’t keep Jesus out. He is available and he brings peace
in the midst of uncertainty, fear, and confusion. But he doesn’t stop with bringing peace, Jesus sends. In the same way
that Jesus was sent on mission to bring good news of forgiveness, peace, and freedom, Jesus imparts that authority
onto the disciples – onto you and me. I don’t know about you, but I find it incredibly humbling to think that Jesus
trusts us enough to give us his authority, the same authority that he demonstrated in his 3-year ministry, isn’t that
incredible?
In this time of isolation, fear of a virus, uncertainty, God wants you to have peace and in the name of Jesus, I
say to you, peace be with you.
~

Pastor John Fairchild

A Note from our Gathering Chair!
Hello Everyone!
Below is a link to a live On Line Gathering your AZ Board has put together. This is the first of what we
hope are many that we will be able to offer you as a community.
https://az-walk-to-emmaus-gatherings.freeonlinechurch.com/
If you have Facebook please join us on our new AZ Walk to Emmaus Gathering page.
https://www.facebook.com/AZ-Walk-to-Emmaus-Gathering-109120034119765
We would also appreciate if you would share the posts about the upcoming gathering to your personal pages. This gathering is an open gathering (as are all our gatherings) and we would love for your friends
and family to join us in some praise and worship.
This is a new venture in technology for us as your board so please bare with us as we do our best to
bring our beloved community together.
Please direct feedback to Gathering.walk2emmaus@gmail.com
De Colores!
Tracy Thompson

Emmaus Board Position Openings
Pre-Emmaus
The Pre-Emmaus role is essentially the marketing and advertising arm for the Emmaus Community. The PreEmmaus Chair works with all churches and proposes and implements with the Board of Directors plans for
establishing and extending the Arizona Walk to Emmaus movement within the State of Arizona. This role is
responsible for distributing Emmaus literature to churches, connecting and engaging with Emmaus Church
Representatives at the individual church level in an effort to promote the movement, and generally make
more people aware of the Emmaus movement in Arizona.

4th Day
The Fourth Day Chair plans and conducts the 4th day dinner, is the primary Board contact for Pilgrims
seeking Group Reunion partners, conducts leadership training, quarterly workshops, and is ultimately
responsible for the 4th Day packets, given out on Three Day Weekends.

Chrysalis Chair
The Chairperson of Chrysalis is a voting member of the Arizona Walk to Emmaus Board of Directors. The
Chrysalis Chair develops operating procedures for Chrysalis as the primary outreach tool of the Arizona Walk
to Emmaus. The primary objective of Chrysalis is to develop, challenge, inspire and equip Christian youth for
Christian action in their home, churches, schools. The Chrysalis Chair is empowered by the Arizona Walk to
Emmaus Board to organize a committee to direct the actions and activities on Chrysalis retreats but is
subject to the oversight of the Arizona Walk to Emmaus Board of Directors.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS, 2020
Pre-Emmaus ..........................................................................
......................................................................................................
Three Day .................................................. Michelle Beckelhimer
623-203-3242 ................................. mlb_19782000@yahoo.com
Gathering ......................................... Scott & Tracy Thompson
623-221-2852 ...............Gathering.azwalk2emmaus@gmail.com
Southern Arizona................................................... Don Booth
520-465-1174 ................... sorep1.azwalk2emmaus@gmail.com
& .......................................................................... Steve Haralson
928-965-2682 ........................................ swharalson@gmail.com
Northern Arizona............................................... Barb Meehan
928-607-0738 .............................. meehan.barbara@yahoo.com
& ............................................................................... Joe Meehan
928-607-0738 ......................................... meehanj7@yahoo.com
Registrar ....................................................... Colleen Centner
602-695-0811 ................ Registrar.azwalk2emmaus@gmail.com
Chrysalis Chair .......................................................................
......................................................................................................
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Community Lay Director ............................. Alan Fisher
602-541-5420 ............ Cld.azwalk2emmaus@gmail.com
Community Lay Director - Elect ................ Scott Mathe
602-284-4173 .......... Clde.azwalk2emmaus@gmail.com
Community Spiritual Director ................ John Fairchild
480-707-3552 ............................ johnfairkid@gmail.com
Secretary ..................................................... Barb Fike
......................... Secretary.azwalk2emmaus@gmail.com
Treasurer ................................................. Judy Martin
602-329-9935 .. Treasurer.azwalk2emmaus@gmail.com
Agape ...................................................... Kathy Tracy
602-370-9017 ....... Agape.azwalk2emmaus@gmail.com
Communications ................................ Angie Neasham
928-853-7738 .................. azemmauscomm@gmail.com
4th Day ......................................................................
.........................................................................................
Music .......................................................... Ed Taylor
928-231-1520 .............................. ejtandjkt1@man.com

